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Synopsis

The House of Lords has served as the highest court in the UK for over 130 years. In 2009 a new UK
Supreme Court will take over its judicial functions, closing the doors on one of the most influential
legal institutions in the world, and a major chapter in the history of the UK legal system. This
volume gathers over 40 leading scholars and practitioners from the UK and beyond to provide a
comprehensive history of the House of Lords as a judicial institution, charting its role, working
practices, reputation and impact on the law and UK legal system. The book examines the origins of
the House’s judicial work; the different phases in the court’s history; the international reputation and
influence of the House in the legal profession; the domestic perception of the House outside the law;

and the impact of the House on the UK legal tradition and substantive law.
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Customer Reviews

This is a fine book, full of learning and insight as well as valuable raw data (such as pen portraits of
all the Law Lords that comprise one of the book’s appendices) from which all lawyers, and many
more folk besides, may gain much. * Adam Tomkins, Edinburgh Law Review * With the start of the
new Supreme Court on October 1, 2009 this splendid book’s appearance is timely, and of a special
interest to show how the Law Lords handled crime. * Florence O’Donoghue * This is a kaleidoscopic
and admirable work...The editors and authors are to be congratulated...The Judicial House of Lords
1876-2009 will provide valuable perspectives on the new Supreme Court’s role and activities. * The
Right Hon the Lord Mance, Justice of the Supreme Court * [T]his book will be of interest to any

lawyer with a curiosity in recent constitutional reform, Academics and students will also find it a



useful resource. * John Townsend, International and Comparative Law Quarterly * The record of the
Law Lords [is] elegantly and amply collected in this volume * Mark McGinness, Australian Law
Journal 84 * With the start of the new Supreme Court on October 1, 2009, this splendid book’s
appearance is timely, and of special interest to show how the Law Lords handled crime * Florence
O’Donoghue, Barrister, Criminal Law and Justice Weekly * The overall quality, in terms of both
presentation and content, is first-class...The editors and publisher are to be congratulated on
achieving what must have been a Herculean task. It is undoubtedly a fitting tribute to a mighty
institution. * Christopher Brown, UKSCblog, November 2009 * '...not only the record of a court but
an authoritative introduction to recent developments in every major area of law. More than forty
academics, lawyers and judges have analysed the judicial House of Lords from every perspective *
Joshua Rozenberg, Times Literary Supplement * A work of scholarship and insight with editorial
voices sounding forth from every aspect of the legal profession...It is, indeed, a tribute to what is
now a piece of constitutional history. * Phillip Taylor and Elizabeth Taylor, Richmond Green
Chambers * ’beautifully produced’ * Joshua Rozenberg, Times Literary Supplement * Sir Louis
Blom-Cooper QC has practised as a barrister for nearly sixty years. In The Judicial House of Lords
1876-2009, he and his fellow editors have well shown what was lost when the House of Lords
concluded its last hearing in July. This book is not only the record of a court but an authoritative
introduction to recent developments in every major area of the law. More than forty academics,
lawyers and judges have analysed the judicial House of Lords from every perspective.
Blom-Cooper, who worked as a part-time legal journalist when barristers were not allowed to write
under their own names, has even contributed a chapter on the law lords’ literary style. * Joshua
Rozenberg, The Times Literary Supplement, September 2009 * As the new court prepares for its
official opening next month, Louis Blom-Cooper, QC, has published a weighty tome of articles under
the title The Judicial House of Lords, providing the chance of a nostalgic retrospective...there are
chapters from 40 leading academics, lawyers, and judges spanning no fewer than 912 pages, a
collective valedictory tribute as the House of Lords loses its judicial arm and the Supreme Court
opens. * Frances Gibb, The Times, September 2009 * A monumental collection of scholarly
contributions * Antony Lentin, author of The Last Political Law Lord: Lord Sumner (1859-1934)
(2008) [Cambridge Scholars Publishing] * ...a collection of essays from leading legal minds, easily
digestible individually. Furthermore, it achieves the difficult task of documenting the complex history
of the judicial House of Lords, while predicting its impact upon the newly constituted Supreme Court
* Emily Dix, intern with JUSTICE from Boston College Law School * ...everything you wanted to

know about every lord ever-112 of them-is in The Judicial House of Lords 1876-2009 * Marcel



Berlins, The Guardian * ...essential reading to those interested in judicial politics, in the evolution of
judicial institutions more generally, and to some legal historians. Perhaps more impressive than its
crucial importance to some readers is the fact that JHOL will provide something of substantial

interest to almost all scholars of law with the jurisdictions of the UK and indeed the Commonwealth

more generally. * Lindsay Stirton, The University of Sheffield, Public Law Journal *

Sir Louis Blom-Cooper is Bencher of the Middle TempleGavin Drewry is Professor of Public
Administration, Royal Holloway, University of LondonBrice Dickson is Professor of International and

Comparative Law, Queen’s University Belfast

A TRIBUTE, A COMMEMMORATION AND A VALEDICTIONAnN appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE
and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersAt last the Judicial House of Lords has come up
to retirement, having closed its venerable doors on 1st October 2009, with the new UK Supreme
Court having just taken over its judicial functions. This quite exquisitely compiled volume in 800
pages is very much, so to speak, its commemorative engraved silver salver, or gold watch following
133 years of service as the highest court in the UK. A momentous chapter in the history of the UK
legal system has now ended with another having just begun.The work is actually a compilation of
articles, essays, review and comments by over 40 leading scholars, judges, academics,
practitioners and other top professionals from the UK and abroad. The aim: to provide "a history of
the House of Lords as a judicial institution’, together with an examination of "its role, working
practices, international reputation and its impact on the UK legal system.” The book is in five parts
with 40chapters and some important historical information in the 4 appendices.The idea for the book
was inspired by, in the words of the editors, "a strong desire to commemorate the achievements of a
prominent legal institution in British society and to offer the reader "a rich and diverse range of
perspectives on the history, work and contribution of the House of Lords in its judicial capacity. The
publication date was expressly timed to coincide with the changeover of the venue of the court from
the Palace of Westminster to Middlesex Guildhall on the west side of Parliament Square - a
handsomely restored venue now occupied by the Justices of the Supreme Court and the
administrators of the Court following the start of the new legal year in 2009. So this book is very
much a legal history book, and one which all common law practitioners will find informative about an
era which has drawn to a close.Limitations of space and the vastness of the topic would naturally
result in a necessary selectivity on the part of the editors and contributors as to what to include

and/or to omit from this significant work. The contributors were not able to comment on every



relevant House of Lords decision; rather they were for the most part, asked to focus on highlights
and trends. The result is a work of scholarship and insight with editorial voices sounding forth from
every aspect of the legal profession. It is also great for those students of legal history looking for the
occasional comment to enhance their assignments and examination answers!Of course, this is also
a mighty work of reference, with Tables of Cases, Tables of Legislation, Notes on Contributors and
capacious appendices “intended to be an aide memoire for anyone wanting to be reminded of the
sequence of appointments to the office of Lord of Appeal (or Lord Chancellor) and of the
background of the individuals in question.”The work is, indeed, a fitting tribute, a commemoration
and a valediction to what is now a piece of constitutional history as the Supreme Court grapples with

the hard cases from the second decade of the 21st century onwards.ISBN: 978-0-19-953271-1
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